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# Abstract

EDITORIAL NOTE:
This study is based on a survey regarding the adverse eOfects of mask wearing in
children. Due to multiple limitations, this study cannot demonstrate a causal relationship
between mask wearing and the reported adverse eEfects in children. Most of the
respondents were parents, and the survey was distributed preferentially in social media
forums that, according to the authors, “criticize the government’s corona protection
measures in principle”. The limitations of the study include sampling bias, reporting bias,
and confounding bias as well as lack of a control group. The use of masks, together with
other precautionary measures, significantly reduces the spread of COVID-fg and is
considered safe for children over the age of two years old.

Background: Narratives about complaints in children and adolescents caused by wearing

a mask are accumulating. There is, to date, no registry for side eOfects of masks.

Methods: In the context of the i.co-ki.de multi-study-complex an online registry has

been set up where parents, doctors, pedagogues and others can enter their

observations. On 20.10.2020, 363 doctors were asked to make entries and to make

parents and teachers aware of the registry.
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Results: By 26.10.2020 the registry had been used by 20,353 people. In this publication

we report the results from the parents, who entered data on a total of 25,930 children.

The average reported wearing time of masks was 270 minutes per day. Impairments

caused by wearing the mask were reported by 68% of the parents. These included

irritability (60%), headache (53%), diOficulty concentrating (50%), less happiness

(49%), reluctance to go to school/kindergarten (44%), malaise (42%) impaired learning

(38%) and drowsiness or fatigue (37%).

Discussion: This world's first registry for recording the eOfects of wearing masks in

children is dedicated to a new research question. Bias with respect to preferential

documentation of children who are particularly severely aOfected or who are

fundamentally critical of protective measures cannot be dismissed. The frequency of the

registry’s use and the spectrum of symptoms registered indicate the importance of the

topic and call for representative surveys, randomized controlled trials with various masks

and a renewed risk-benefit assessment for the vulnerable group of children.

KEYWORDS Mouth and nose protection, community masks, mask

obligation, pediatrics, COVID-fg

$ Figures

$ Full Text

$ Tweets (4179)

$ Comments (55)

BADGES

Prescreen

Prescreen

HISTORY

CURRENT STATUS: POSTED

View the published article at
MonatsschriOt Kinderheilkunde.

Version 3
Posted 01 Mar, 2021

https://www.readcube.com/library/import?doi=10.21203/rs.3.rs-124394/v4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00112-021-01133-9


View this version

Version 2
Posted 05 Jan, 2021

View this version

Version 1
Posted 18 Dec, 2020

View this version

SUBJECT AREAS
General Practice

MORE FROM RESEARCH SQUARE
The GP’s perceived role and use of
language concerning the existential
dimension of palliative patients

Reduction of Wastes and Costs Through
the Modified Kanban System in Unit
Storerooms of HGH: A Value-for-Money
Quality Improvement Initiative

Evaluation of General Practitioners'
awareness of hearing screening in the
elderly

Adapting despite “walls coming down”:
Healthcare providers’ experiences of
Covid-19 as an implosive adaptation

General Practitioners’ Perspectives Over
Solutions To Change BZD Prescription
Trends – A Qualitative Study

Hitting The Bullseye: The Psychometric
Properties of the Assessment of Burden of
Chronic Conditions (ABCC)-Scale in The
Netherlands

METRICS

Comments:
55

PDF
Downloads:
8478

HTML Views:
268287

https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-124394/v3
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-124394/v2
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-124394/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/browse?subjectArea=General%20Practice
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-1106872/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-1070569/v2
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-970328/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-953055/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-889021/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-861720/v1


Learn more about our company. ABOUT US

Research Square

lets you share your

work early, gain

feedback from the

community, and start

making changes to

your manuscript

prior to peer review

in a journal.

As a division of

Research Square

Company, we’re

committed to

making research

communication

faster, fairer, and

more useful. We do

this by developing

innovative soOtware

and high quality

services for the

global research

community. Our

growing team is

made up of

researchers and

industry

professionals

working together to

solve the most

critical problems

facing scientific

publishing.

PLATFORM

About

Our Team

In Review

Editorial Policies

Advisory Board

Contact Us

RESOURCES

Author Services

Blog

Accessibility

API Access

RSS feed

COMPANY

About Us

Careers

Partner With Us

Responsibility

Press

GET UPDATES

First Name

Last Name

Email

SUBSCRIBE

https://www.researchsquare.com/about
https://twitter.com/researchsquare
https://www.facebook.com/researchsquare
https://www.youtube.com/c/researchsquare
https://vimeo.com/researchsquare
https://www.instagram.com/researchsquarecompany/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/research-square-co
https://www.researchsquare.com/researchers/preprints
https://www.researchsquare.com/about
https://www.researchsquare.com/researchers/in-review
https://www.researchsquare.com/legal/editorial
https://www.researchsquare.com/advisory-board
https://www.researchsquare.com/contact
https://www.researchsquare.com/researchers
https://www.researchsquare.com/blog
https://www.researchsquare.com/accessibility
https://www.researchsquare.com/request-api
https://www.researchsquare.com/rss.xml
https://company.researchsquare.com/
https://company.researchsquare.com/careers
https://company.researchsquare.com/publishing-partners
https://company.researchsquare.com/responsibility
https://company.researchsquare.com/media


Also
discoverable
on

© Research Square 2021 | ISSN wxgy-z\fz (online)

Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Do Not Sell My Personal Information

https://twitter.com/researchsquare
https://www.facebook.com/researchsquare
https://www.youtube.com/c/researchsquare
https://vimeo.com/researchsquare
https://www.instagram.com/researchsquarecompany/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/research-square-co
https://www.researcher-app.com/?utm_source=researchsquare&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=&utm_content=logo
https://www.researchsquare.com/legal/privacy
https://www.researchsquare.com/legal/terms-of-service
https://www.researchsquare.com/legal/do-not-sell-my-personal-information

